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should be opposed at once ; this by a vote of want of
confidence without reference to Ireland; if Ireland
must be brought in, it must be not by Parnell, but by
the Liberal leaders. At present he leaned to proceed-
ing by resolution. The other subject was destined to
affect Rosebery personally :

" I had a talk with Mr. G. about Granville, as to whom he
opened out to me. He fears G. wishes to return to the
Foreign Office. Mr. G. appears to know that this is inex-
pedient."

Two days later (December 9th) he wras warned by
telegram that an important letter was coming. It
proved to contain the wish that Rosebery should see
Labouchere, enclosing a letter from him, with extracts
from a letter from a leading Irish Member of
Parliament. Rosebery felt he could not but comply,
but said he did not know how far Labouchere was to
be trusted and that Parnell at any rate was not to be
trusted.

Henry Labouchere was a cadet of a distinguished
family of Huguenot origin. His uncle, Lord Taunton,
had left him (unwillingly, it was said) a considerable
fortune, to which he had been able to add largely by
judicious dealings on the stock exchange. Diplomacy,
in which he had started, had proved to be too cramp-
ing for his careless independence, and he had taken
to politics, sitting for Northampton as an extreme
Radical. With Dilke, and other members of a small
group, he was one of the evangelists of republicanism
on the French model. This rather crude conception
of a bourgeois republic is as extinct here to-day as
Jacobitism; but fifty years ago it represented a distinct
type of public opinion, before Socialism had obtained
a footing in England. Labouchere was also the
proprietor of the weekly journal Truth, which, while
freely purveying social gossip, also did good service
by exposing fraudulent money-lenders and other
malefactors. Mr. Gladstone neglected no genuine
current of opinion, however divergent from his own,